Description of Property — Superintendents’ Houses (also known as the Tenement
Houses) - Carleton Street

Statement of Cultural Heritage Value or Interest

The cultural heritage value of the Superintendents’ Houses lies in their being examples
of employee housing constructed with simple balloon frames, a building technique
popular in 1870s Ontario. They are also significant because of their association with the
Rosamond family and its milling operations, which had just expanded on to Coleman
Island in the 1860s. They contribute to the distinctive character of the mill complex on
Coleman Island.

The Superintendents’ Houses have design value as simple balloon frame structures.
They are unembellished, one and a half storey structures with clapboard siding, hipped
gable roofs and dormers, side entry porches (added later), wood sash windows, paired
eaves brackets, and stone foundations. Their simple style and construction method
reflects their function as worker’s housing. The houses are not identical but share a
similar form and expression.

The Superintendents’ Houses have historical value as part of the mill complex on
Coleman Island built by the Rosamond family starting in the 1860s. In 1862, Bennett
and William took over their father’s milling business which had been operating in the
area since the 1850s. Astute businessmen, they soon doubled the capacity of their
existing mills. In the 1850s the Rosamonds began purchasing land on Coleman Island
in anticipation of eventually expanding there. The new mill on Coleman Island, which
was built in 1867 to manufacture fine tweed was a great success. The company was a
leading Canadian wool manufacturer and Bennett Rosamond was a leader in
manufacturing.

The Superintendents’ Houses have contextual value through their location on Coleman
Island near the Rosamond mills, where its occupants worked.

Description of Heritage Attributes

Key exterior elements that contribute to the heritage value of the Superintendents’
Houses as good examples of utilitarian 19" century workers’ housing include:

e One and a half storey simple wooden balloon frame construction, with limited
exterior decoration

Clapboard siding

Stone foundation

Semi-detached form, designed to accommodate four families in total
Enclosed side entry porches

Symmetrical plans

Hipped gabled roof and dormers



e Paired eaves brackets
e Wooden sash windows, arranged singly and in pairs with wooden surrounds

Setting
e Location close to former mill buildings



