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Date: September 28, 2026 

2026 Municipal Elections - Candidates’ Questions & Returning Officer Responses  

No. Question Response 

1. Can a photo of myself 
taken outside of Town 
Hall be used in a social 
media post I made 
about my running in the 
election? 

In response to your question, you cannot use a photograph of 

Town Hall in a social media post. Please see the following 

sections of the Town's Use of Corporate Resources Policy:  

Section 6.1 - General Provisions: No Member of Council, 

Candidate or Registered Third Party shall use Corporate 

Resources for any Campaign Activity/Material.  

Section 7.1(iii) - Facility Related Provisions: No Candidate or 

Registered Third Party shall take photos or videos outside any 

Town facility or on any Town property for use in any Campaign 

Activity/Material. 

 
 

2. I believe there was an 

incident in the past 

where residents of a 

retirement facility were 

left off the voters list. 

Which leads me to ask 

how the voters list is 

formulated and how 

recent it is.  

Elections Ontario is responsible for maintaining the Permanent 

Register of Electors (the voters list) for various elections in 

Ontario. The registry is updated with elector information on an 

ongoing basis. 

 
 

 

3. I was approaching 
people to sign my 
endorsement for the 
election and was asked 
if they already 
sponsored someone for 
Mayor would they be 
able to sponsor me. 
They were not aware 
that I was running for 
Mayor. 
 
Can a member of the 
community sponsor two 
people for the same 
position?   
 

An individual, who is eligible to vote in the Town on the day they 
signed the endorsement of nomination, may sign an endorsement 
of nomination for more than one candidate seeking nomination for 
any office.  
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No. Question Response 

  
If someone has 
sponsored someone for 
Councillor, are they 
allowed to also sponsor 
someone for a different 
position - like Mayor or 
Deputy Mayor? 
 
Once you have 
submitted your 
application - when are 
you actually allowed to 
start campaigning?  
 
If I re-use my old signs 
- how do I claim this in 
my financials? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Campaigning, including campaign advertising, is permitted upon 
the filing of Nomination Papers by the Candidate.  
 
To claim signs left over from the last election in your financials, 
you must establish the current market value of the goods - what it 
would cost you to purchase them today. You must record the 
current market value as an expense. Please refer to the 2026 
Candidate's Guide for more information.  

 
 

4. If someone is a 
resident now, but has 
their home for sale and 
will likely move by 
election day, can they 
sign my nomination 
papers while they are 
still resident in Perth? 
 

In response to your question, persons endorsing a nomination must 
be eligible to vote in an election for an office within the municipality 
on the day that the person endorses the nomination. Therefore, 
a person who is eligible to vote at the time they sign your 
nomination papers may endorse your nomination, even if they 
intend to move prior to election day. 
 

5. I am a candidate in the 
2026 election. What is 
the process if I want to 
change the office for 
which I seek election 
during the nomination 
period? 

If you are a candidate in the 2026 municipal election and decide to 
run for a different office on the same council, you would fill out the 
required Nomination Forms and make an appointment with the 
Clerk's Office to file your nomination papers. The Endorsement of 
Nomination Form 2 containing the required endorsements filed in 
your first nomination filing, can be used for a subsequent 
nomination filing for a different office on the same municipal 
council.  
 
Your first nomination is deemed to be withdrawn when you file your 
second nomination. If you decide to run for a different office on the 
same council, with both offices being elected at large, everything 
(contributions, expenses, etc.) from your first campaign is simply 
transferred to your second campaign. 
 
Example: 
You file your nomination to run for deputy mayor on May 12, 2026. 
During the summer you decide to run for mayor instead, and file 
your second nomination form on June 29, 2026. 

https://www.perth.ca/media/2xtfesv3/2026-candidates-guide-ontario-muncipal-council-and-school-board-elections.pdf
https://www.perth.ca/media/2xtfesv3/2026-candidates-guide-ontario-muncipal-council-and-school-board-elections.pdf
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• Your first nomination for deputy mayor is deemed to be 

withdrawn. 
• The nomination fee you paid on May 12 is transferred to your 

second nomination (in this case, you would have to pay an 
additional $100 to make up the $200 fee to run for head of 
council). 

• You do not have to submit new endorsement signatures. 
Your initial 25 original endorsement signatures still qualify 
since you withdrew and filed a nomination for a different 
office on the same municipal council. 

• Your campaign for mayor is deemed to have started on May 
12. 

• Any campaign contributions or expenses that occurred prior 
to June 29 are transferred to your mayoral campaign. 

• You must file one campaign financial statement covering 
your campaign finances from May 12 until December 31, 
2026. 

• Your nomination fee will be refunded if you file your 
campaign financial statement by the filing deadline. 

 
If you decide to run for office on a different council or school board, 
then you must keep the two campaigns separate. If you decide to 
run for council in a municipality that has more than 4,000 electors, 
you will need to submit original endorsement signatures from 
electors eligible to vote in that municipality. 

6. If you are running for 
municipal council, there 
is a limit on the total 
amount that you and 
your spouse may 
collectively contribute to 
your own campaign. 
The contribution limit is 
calculated based on the 
number of electors who 
are eligible to vote for 
the office that you are 
running for. The 
formula to calculate the 
limit is: for head of 
council: $7,500 plus 
$0.20 per eligible 
elector" 
What is the total 
amount (on top of the 
$7,500) for eligible 
electors 

The total amount on top of the $7,500 for eligible electors is 
$1,055.40; $7,500 plus $.20 per elector (5,277 electors in 2022) = 
$8,555.40. 
 
This information can be found on Form LC23, Estimated Maximum 
Campaign Expenses that was provided at the time of filing your 
nomination papers.  
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7.  I have signs from the 
last election and was 
just planning to have an 
adhesive strip put over 
them - both sides as I 
am running for a 
different office. 
 
I am a bit confused as 
to how I am required to 
show this on my 
financial report.  
 
I received a quote as to 
what my old signs 
would cost in this 
market - plus the cost 
for the strips.  
 
Is this what I am 
required to report?  
 
Or how do I reflect the 
cost of re- used signs?  
 

 
To claim signs left over from the last election in your financials, you 
must establish the current market value of the goods - what it would 
cost you to purchase them today. You must record the current 
market value as an expense, in addition to any other cost related to 
the fabrication of the sign as an expense. 
 
Please refer to the 2026 Candidate's Guide for more information.   
 

8. I was asked if business 
owners who don't live in 
Perth can vote? And if 
they can, do they have 
to contact you to be put 
on the list and are they 
able to vote in both 
Perth and their 
respective township, or 
do they have to 
choose? I was also 
wondering when people 
can make sure they're 
on the voter list?  

The following information is considered when determining whether 
a business owner who does not live in Perth is eligible and qualified 
to vote in an election as a resident and non-resident: 
 
Electors are eligible to vote in the municipal election if they meet all 
of the following requirements on voting day: 
 

• are a Canadian citizen 
• are aged 18 or older 
• qualify to vote in the municipality  

 
The following are prohibited from voting: 
 

• A person who is serving a sentence of imprisonment in a 
penal or correctional institution; 

• A corporation; 
• A person acting as an executor or trustee or in any other 

representative capacity, except as a voting proxy in 
accordance with Section 44 of the Municipal Elections Act; 

• A person who was convicted of a corrupt practice described 
in Section 90(3) of the Municipal Elections Act, if voting day 

https://www.perth.ca/media/2xtfesv3/2026-candidates-guide-ontario-muncipal-council-and-school-board-elections.pdf
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in the current election is less than five years after voting day 
in the election in respect of which he or she was convicted. 

 
 
There are three ways that an elector can qualify to vote in a 
municipality: 
 
1. As a resident elector if you live in the municipality. You may own, 
rent, live in shared accommodation where you do not pay rent or 
live in the municipality but do not have a fixed address. Being a 
resident elector is the most common type of eligibility.   
 
2. As a non-resident elector if you own or rent property in a 
municipality, but it’s not the one where you live. While you can be a 
resident elector in only one municipality (with the exception of 
students), you can be a non-resident elector in any other 
municipality (or municipalities) where you own or rent property.   
Example: If a person lives in one municipality, but owns or rents 
property in another municipality, then they are a non-resident 
elector and are able to vote in each municipality's election, provided 
they are not voting for the same office more than once. For 
example, School Board votes must be cast in the municipality 
where the elector resides. 
 
3. As the spouse of a non-resident elector if your spouse owns or 
rents property in the municipality or municipalities other than the 
one where you live.  
Example: If a person lives in one municipality, and qualifies as a 
spouse of a non-resident elector, then they are able to vote in each 
municipality's election, provided they are not voting for the same 
office more than once. For example, School Board votes must be 
cast in the municipality where the elector resides. 
 
Neither an elector or their spouse would qualify as a non-resident 
elector if they do not personally own or rent the property in the 
municipality. For example, if the property is owned by the elector's 
business they would not qualify as a non-resident elector.  
 
In order for an elector to ensure they are on the Voter's List, prior to 
September 1, 2026, they can visit the Elections Ontario webpage 
at registertovoteon.ca for information on eligibility, registration and 
how to check, update or add their information to the voters’ list. For 
questions related to voter registration, they can 
email info@registertovoteon.ca or call 1.866.242.3025. Electors 
should register in each applicable municipality through Elections 
Ontario. 
On or after September 1, 2026 until the close of voting on October 
26, 2026, electors must apply to the Town to update or add their 

https://www.registertovoteon.ca/
mailto:info@registertovoteon.ca
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information to the voters’ list. If they are applying to add their name 
to the voters’ list, they will be asked to provide proof that they are 
eligible to vote.  
 
MPAC remains responsible for collecting school support information 
for municipal elections. Electors can learn more about school 
support, including changing their school support designation, by 
visiting the MPAC website.  

9.  Are members of a 
Town initiated 
committee allowed to 
be on my campaign 
committee?  
Is this a Conflict of 
Interest?  
 
I have a member of the 
CCAP who wants to be 
on my campaign 
committee.  
 

The Use of Corporate Resources during an Election Campaign 
Period Policy provides that individuals must not use, or appear to 
use, Town resources for any election-related purpose, and must 
clearly separate personal activities from their role with the Town. 
 
In summary, a member of the Climate Change Advisory Panel may 
serve on a Candidate’s campaign committee, provided they do so 
strictly in a personal capacity and do not use Town resources or 
undertake any Town-related or Panel-related activities while 
engaged in campaign work. 
 
Please refer to the Policy for more detailed information.  
 

10. Does the prohibition on 
Candidate Election 
Signage extend to 
magnetic signs on 
vehicles? 
 

Campaign Advertising is defined to include 'vehicle decals' as a 
form of advertisement.  
 
The Town's By-law to regulate Election Campaign Advertising and 
Third Party Advertising, and By-law to adopt a Use of Corporate 
Resources during an Election Campaign Period, both support that 
campaign advertising is intended to be permitted on private 
property while being excluded from Town-owned lands, facilities, 
highways, and other public property.  
  
Campaign advertising including a magnetic decal placed on a 
vehicle displayed on private property is permitted, whereas 
campaign advertising displayed from a vehicle while on public 
property, including a highway is prohibited. 
 

11. Are election signs 
required to indicate that 
the Candidate has paid 
for them themselves? 
 

Campaign signs must identify the candidate responsible for the 
sign. Please refer to the 2026 Candidate's Guide for additional 
information.  

12. If I pay the riding 
association fair market 
value for a stack of old 
provincial election signs 
is it OK if I re-use these 
by putting a sticker over 
everything but my 

Reusing leftover campaign signs is permitted, provided that all 
applicable legislation, as well as municipal policies and procedures, 
are complied with. 
 
The 2026 Candidate's Guide provides that the current market value 
of reused goods must be established and recorded as a campaign 

https://www.mpac.ca/en/MakingChangesUpdates/SchoolSupportDesignation
https://www.perth.ca/media/pvmll04w/2022-5027-to-adopt-a-use-of-corporate-resources-during-an-election-campaign-period-policy.pdf
https://www.perth.ca/media/pvmll04w/2022-5027-to-adopt-a-use-of-corporate-resources-during-an-election-campaign-period-policy.pdf
https://www.perth.ca/media/eodj3fu5/by-law-5016.pdf
https://www.perth.ca/media/eodj3fu5/by-law-5016.pdf
https://www.perth.ca/media/pvmll04w/2022-5027-to-adopt-a-use-of-corporate-resources-during-an-election-campaign-period-policy.pdf
https://www.perth.ca/media/pvmll04w/2022-5027-to-adopt-a-use-of-corporate-resources-during-an-election-campaign-period-policy.pdf
https://media-002-ca.cdn.govstack.com/perth-009-ca/media/2xtfesv3/2026-candidates-guide-ontario-muncipal-council-and-school-board-elections.pdf
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name? Can I deduct 
the cost of the stickers 
I'll need from the Fair 
Market Value of the 
signs I pay to the riding 
association? 
 

expense. In this case, the signs would need to be valued at their 
current market value at the time they are acquired and reused. 
The cost of any stickers used to modify the signs would be 
considered a separate campaign expense, as it relates to the 
preparation and fabrication of the signs. As such, the cost of the 
stickers would not reduce the market value that must be recorded 
for the signs themselves. 
Please also note that the Town's Election Campaign Advertising 
and Third-Party Advertising By-law requires that election signs be 
maintained in a good state of repair, clearly identify the candidate 
by the name that appears on the nomination form, and include the 
name of the candidate responsible for the sign. 
 

13. Is there a way to find 
out how much money 
was given through 
community 
funds/donations to local 
organizations for 2022-
2026, broken down by 
year?  
 
And who the 
recipients were for each 
year.  
 

Below is a list of the Grants to Others (GTO) that have been 

provided: 

GTO Under By-law: 

Taycare Centre receives $25,000 annually and the Santa Claus 

Parade receives $1,500 annually. 

GTO Level 1: 

2026 
• The Hospice Hub — $1,000 
• Perth Parkside Inn (For Women's ReTreat) — $2,100  
• Don Rideout (Veteran's Crosswalk) — $1,500  

2025 
• Our Perth Trees — $350  
• Ride for Dad — $1,849  
• Perth and District Sports Hall of Fame — $397  
• Perth Honour Our Veterans Banner Program — $681 
• Christmas Dinner Association — $2,000.00  

2024 
• The Hospice Hub — $900 
• Perth District Sports Hall of Fame (Start Up) — $1,500 

2023 
• Tay Valley Cross Country Ski Club — $254.50 
• Garlic Festival — $800 
• Our Perth Trees — $1,057.68 

 

GTO Level 2: 

2026 
• Cornerstone Landing Youth Services — $10,000 
• YAK Youth Services — $30,000 
• The Table Community Food Centre — $15,000 
• Perth and District Chamber of Commerce — $10,000 
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• Big Brothers Big Sisters of Lanark County — $3,000 
• The Perth Citizen's Band — $2,500 

 

GTO - Other - Heritage Bloom Restoration: (2026 Numbers not 

finalized) 

2026 
• 103 Gore Street — $3,333 

2025 
• 15 Thom St (Residential) — $3,333 
• 2688249 Ontario Ltd. — $3,333 
• Mackler Holdings Inc. — $3,333 

2024 
• 2688249 Ontario Ltd. — $1,280 
• Mackler Holdings Inc. — $775 
• Jennifer Newby — $3,333 
• Spark Books & Curios — $2,010.75 

 

GTO - Community Improvement Plan: 

2026 
• Mackler Holdings (Kelly's Building) — $7,000 
• 10078239 Canada Inc. 103 Gore Street — $7,000 
• 2688249 ON Ltd (Maximillian Building) — $7,000.00 
• Willow Way Perth — $702.90 
• Wiegandt Innovations Inc. — $1,474.77 
• 13661083 Canada Inc. 15-23 Gore Street E — $7,000 
• Flint and Honey — $1,155 
• 100078239 Canada Inc. 107-108 Gore Street — $2,885.78  

2025 
• 2688249 ON Ltd. (Maximillian Building) — $5,572.56 
• Lotus Wings Inc. — $5,544 
• Mackler Holdings Inc. (Kelly's Building) — $7,000 
• Lucky Green Holdings Inc. — $7,000 
• The Wee Laundret — $7,000 
• Mary Stewart — $795 
• Kelly's Flowers & Gift Boutique — $299.54 
• Gather — $886.41 

2024 
• Perth Pie Co. (2761197 Ontario Inc.) — $393.33 
• Maximilian Restaurant (2688249 Ontario Ltd.) — $1,689.60 
• Kelly's Flowers — $990 
• Super Fries — $727.16 

2023 
• Billings & Company — $2,640 
• Perth Pizzeria & Restaurant (13661082 Canada Inc.) — 

$5,000 
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• LIDA — $1,173.13 
• Ron Corvari (The McMillian Building) — $5,000 
• Lucky Green Holdings Inc. — $1,669.80 
• RBC (Magnolia Second Inc.) — $5,000 
• Perth Pie Co. — $660 

 

Library: 
2022 - $244,279.24, 
2023 - $257,979.06, 
2024 - $276,912.16, 
2025 - $291,447.98  
 

Hospital: 
2022 - $98,000.00 
2023 - $97,711.00 
2024 - $84,852.00 
2025 - $97,711.00 
 

14. Can you fill me in 
regarding Perth 
Community 
infrastructure housed in 
town that does or does 
not pay property tax. 
e.g.  

• the Hospital,  

• the schools, Public 
and Separate,  

• the Fairgrounds,  

• daycare centers,  

• Algonquin College,  

• Churches,  

• OPP headquarters,  

• the Court House,  

• the arena,  

• Conlon farm,  

• the pool,  

• the Library, 

• Dog Park, 

• Crystal Palace 

• Stewart and Code 
Parks 

 
Follow-up question: 
Can you clarify for me if 
Agricultural Societies fit 
into either category 
(exempt or PIL) 

In response to your inquiry, certain properties in Ontario are exempt 
from municipal property taxation under applicable legislation. 
Examples of properties that are generally exempt from paying 
property taxes include: 
 

• Crown land properties 
• Municipal and government-owned properties (ie. Parks, Pool 

etc) 
• Schools, colleges, and universities 
• Libraries 
• Churches and certain places of worship 
• Cemeteries 
• Hospitals 

 
While these properties may be exempt from regular property 
taxation, some exempt properties are subject to Payments in Lieu 
of Taxes (PILs). PILs are payments made by certain federal, 
provincial, and Crown-owned properties to municipalities in 
recognition of the municipal services provided, despite the 
properties being exempt from taxation. 
 
The applicability of tax exemptions and PILs is governed by 
provincial legislation and may vary depending on the ownership, 
use, and classification of the property. 
 
 
I can confirm that the Agricultural Society falls under the exempt 
category. 
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15. It seems that we hit the 
wall in 2025 as far as 
tax increases. I 
remember being told 
that the cost of doing a 
road virtually doubled 
because of Covid. I’m 
wondering if this has 
caught up to municipal 
taxes five years later. 
 

In response to your inquiry, the significant tax increase in 2025 and 
2026 was not the result of a single factor, inflation and construction 
cost increases experienced during and after COVID-19 have had a 
substantial impact on municipal finances. 
 
Municipalities across Ontario have seen significant increases in the 
cost of road construction, infrastructure projects, equipment, 
materials, contracted services, and insurance over the past several 
years. In some cases, construction costs for capital projects 
increased dramatically during that period. While those higher costs 
were not always reflected immediately in annual tax rates, they 
have affected both operating budgets and long-term capital 
planning. 
 
For the Town of Perth specifically, the 2025/26 tax increase 
reflected several pressures, including rising costs to maintain and 
replace infrastructure, increased operating expenses, and the need 
to ensure the municipality remains financially sustainable while 
continuing to provide services expected by residents. 
 
It would be fair to say that the lasting effects of post-COVID inflation 
and increased infrastructure costs contributed to the financial 
pressures municipalities are facing today. However, the 2025/26 tax 
increase was driven by a combination of factors rather than simply 
a delayed response to COVID-era cost increases. 
 

16. On pg. 19 of the 
Candidate Guide 
it states, "All 
contributions above 
$25 must be made by 
cheque, money order, 
or by a method that 
clearly shows where 
the funds came from 
(such as certain debit, 
credit or electronic 
transfer transactions)."  
 
Is a standard e-transfer 
sent by email where 
you receive a notice 
about who is sending 
you the transfer 
sufficient 
documentation of 
where the funds came 

Yes, in most cases a standard Interac e-Transfer would generally 
meet the requirement that a contribution over $25 be made by a 
method that clearly shows where the funds came from, provided the 
transaction records identify the contributor and you retain adequate 
documentation. The key requirement is that the campaign can 
demonstrate who made the contribution and that the money came 
directly from that person. 
 
An e-transfer typically creates records showing: 

• The sender's name. 
• The sender's email address and/or financial institution 

information. 
• The amount transferred. 
• The date of the transfer. 
• The recipient. 

Those records generally provide a clear audit trail of the source of 
funds. Keeping the notification email, along with the deposit 
confirmation or bank transaction record, would strengthen your 
documentation. 
 



 
 

2026 Municipal Elections - Candidates’ Questions & Returning Officer Responses – September 28, 2026       

Page 11 of 11 

from, providing we keep 
a copy of the email?  
 

17. Related to the 
Maximum Campaign 
Expenses; is the 
amount allowed for an 
appreciation party 
considered additional 
or to be part of the 
total.  
 

Expenses relating to parties and expressions of appreciation after 
voting day is a separate limit. 
 
Please refer to the 2026 Candidate's Guide for more information.  
 

 

https://media-002-ca.cdn.govstack.com/perth-009-ca/media/2xtfesv3/2026-candidates-guide-ontario-muncipal-council-and-school-board-elections.pdf

