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D Version Control
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Disclaimer

Onterris Canada Inc. (Onterris) certifies to Peterborough County (the Client) that the conclusions in this report are the professional
opinions of Onterris at the time of the report and concerning the scope described in the report. The opinions are based on the site
conditions observed on the date set out in the report and information obtained during the performance of the scope and do not
contemplate subsequent changes in site conditions or information or changes in applicable law or standards subsequent to the date of
the report. Onterris has exercised a customary level of skill, care, and diligence in using information received from the Client and/or
third parties in the preparation of the report, however assumes no responsibility or liability for the consequences of any error or
omission contained in such information. This report was prepared solely for the use of the Client in relation to the specific scope,
location, and purpose for which Onterris was retained and is not intended to be used for any variation or extension of the scope or any
other project or purpose. Any other use or reliance on the report by the Client or any use or reliance by any third party without the
prior express written consent of Onterris is at the sole risk and responsibility of the user and Onterris makes no representation or
warranty with respect to any unauthorized use and expressly disclaims any legal duty of care to any such person. Neither Onterris nor
its affiliates are responsible for damages, losses, fines, penalties, or other harm incurred by such unauthorized user as a result of
decisions made or actions taken based on this report. This report may not be read or reproduced except in its entirety.
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Preamble

This Watershed Plan is intended to be a “living document” which provides a basis for both sources
of data / mapping and planning / management guidance that can be updated and adapted over time
based on evolving circumstances and the outcomes of collaborative efforts.

This Watershed Plan (Volumes 1 and 2) was developed between the fall of 2024 and the spring of
2026 based on the most current data / mapping and applicable policies / regulations / guidelines
made available to the team. It is understood that data / mapping and policies / regulations /
guidelines will continue to be updated/change after this Plan is finalized, and that moving forward,
future work and studies, based on this Plan, should consider the most current and applicable
information, available at that time. This map book is intended to be reviewed in conjunction with
both the Volume 1: Characterization and Volume 2: Planning and Management Guidance reports.

Inclusion of First Nations Historical Context in the Volume 1 Foreword

The Michi Saagiig historical / background context prepared by Gitiga Migizi, a respected Elder and
Knowledge Keeper of the Michi Saagiig Nation was provided to the County as part of the feedback
on Peterborough County’s Draft Watershed Plan by Curve Lake First Nation on April 22, 2026.

It has been included in the Foreword to Volume 1 of this Watershed Plan, with Curve Lake First
Nation’s permission, to recognize and share this context provided from the perspective of the
peoples who have lived on these lands for thousands of years.

Note on the Pending Consolidation of Conservation Authorities in Ontario

On March 10, 2026, the Province announced a revised framework to merge Ontario’s 36
Conservation Authorities (CAs) into nine (9) Regional CAs. The transition timeframe to this
framework is targeted for February 1, 2027.

For Peterborough County, this means there will be one Regional CA (i.e., Eastern Lake Ontario
Regional Conservation Authority) instead of the current four CAs (i.e., Otonabee Conservation,
Ganaraska Conservation, Crowe Valley Conservation Authority and Kawartha Conservation).
However, for the purposes of this Watershed Plan, which was developed over 2025 and finalized in
2026, the references to the four CAs have been retained, as this transition was still in progress at
the time of Watershed Plan completion.

Notably, only part of the County (i.e., the southwestern area largely overlapping with Ecoregion 6E)
is under the jurisdiction of CAs. The northeastern part of the County (i.e., the area largely
overlapping with Ecoregion 5E) remains outside the jurisdiction of any CA, and activities that may
impact key environmental resources, including water (as well as fisheries, wildlife and forests)
continues to be managed by the Province, currently through the Ontario’s Ministry of Natural
Resources (OMNR). In addition, Parks Canada continues to actively manage water levels and flows
through the Trent-Severn Waterway, with over a quarter of this waterway running through
Peterborough County.
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